
  

Merced Integrated Regional Water Management  
Merced Region Drought Grant Proposal  

Attachment 1:  
Authorization and Eligibility Requirements 
 

Authorizing Documentation 
Resolution 2014-28, adopted by the Merced Irrigation District (MID) Board of Directors on July 2, 2014, authorizes 
MID to submit this Merced IRWM Proposition 84 Drought Grant Proposal and execute an agreement with the State 
of California for IRWM implementation activities (see Appendix 1-1). 
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Merced Integrated Regional Water Management  
Merced Region Drought Grant Proposal  

Attachment 1:  
Authorization and Eligibility Requirements 
 

Eligible Applicant Documentation 
This proposal is being submitted by MID on behalf of the following agencies: 

• MID – Highlands Groundwater Conservation Project and the Cressey Recharge Basin Enlargement Project 

• Le Grand Community Services District (LGCSD) – Water Meter Conservation Project  

MID is a Special District and therefore qualifies as an eligible “local public agency” as defined in Appendix B of the 
2014 Guidelines, and has legal authority to enter into a grant with the State of California. MID has successfully 
implemented many projects funded by grant programs administered by the California Department of Water 
Resources (DWR). A letter from MID describing the agency’s eligibility is included in Appendix 1-2. 

MID will have overall responsibility for executing and administering the Proposition 84 grant agreement and will 
execute agreements with each of the project proponents to ensure performance of the proposal and tracking of funds.   
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Merced	Integrated	Regional	Water	Management		
Merced	Region	Drought	Grant	Proposal		

Attachment	1:		
Authorization	and	Eligibility	Requirements	
 

Acknowledgement Form – Submittal of Additional 
Information 
A copy of the Acknowledgement Form is included in Appendix 1-3. A hard copy of the acknowledgement form 
was also sent via overnight mail to DWR at the address identified in the 2014 IRWM Drought Proposal Solicitation 
Package. 

 





  

Merced Integrated Regional Water Management  
Merced Region Drought Grant Proposal  

Attachment 1:  
Authorization and Eligibility Requirements 
 

Adopted Plan and Proof of Formal Adoption 
The Merced IRWM Region’s Regional Water Management Group (RWMG) includes MID, the City of Merced, the 
County of Merced, and the City of Livingston. The RWMG agencies have all adopted the 2013 Merced IRWM Plan 
(MIRWMP), as described below. Proof of formal adoption is included in Appendix 1-4. 

• MID formally adopted the MIRWMP on November 5, 2013.   

• City of Merced formally adopted the MIRWMP on November 4, 2013 

• City of Livingston formally adopted the IRWM Plan on November 19, 2013. 

• County of Merced formally adopted the IRWM Plan on November 5, 2013. 

In addition, the LGCSD would receive funding through this proposal. LGCSD formally adopted the MIRWMP on 
July 3, 2014. 
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Resolutions Adopting the Merced IRWM Plan 
  



MERCED IRRIGATION DISTRICT 
RESOLUTION NO. 2013-32 

RESOLUTION OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE MERCED IRRIGATION DISTRICT 
ADOPTING THE 2013 MERCED REGION INTEGRATED REGIONAL WATER MANAGEMENT 

PLAN. AND ADOPTING NOTICE OF EXEMPTION RELATING THERETO 

WHEREAS, the Merced Regional Water Management Group {RWMG), in close cooperation with 
the Regional Advisory Committee (RAC), has drafted the first Merced Integrated Regional Water 
Management {IRWM) Plan to optimize water supply reliability, protect and enhance of water quality, 
provide stewardship of natural resources and coordinate and integrate water resources management in 
the region; and 

WHEREAS, the 2013 Merced IRWM Plan defines the Merced region as the Merced 
Groundwater Basin within Merced County, but not including the Dry Creek Watershed and the Merced 
River Watershed; and 

WHEREAS, the Merced IRWM Plan establishes plan's mission, vision, goals, objectives; and 
regional priorities; and 

WHEREAS, achieving IRWM grant funding will help achieve goals for the enhancement of water 
supply supported by MID 

WHEREAS, having an IRWM Plan in place will position the Merced Region and MID to compete 
for funding opportunities; and 

WHEREAS, the MID Board of Directors is a member of the current RWMG and will have a 
position on the policy committee of the governance board for implementing the IRWM Plan; and 

WHEREAS, adoption of the Merced IRWM Plan by MID Board of Directors, as a member of the 
current RWMG, is required for the Merced Region to receive funds under Prop 84; and 

WHEREAS, on June 25, 2013, the RAC recommended that the RWMG adopt the Merced IRWM 
Plan; and 

WHEREAS, the plan was put for public review period between June 18, 2013 and July 19, 2013 
and comments by the public were accepted and addressed as appropriate. 

WHEREAS, the IRWMP is CEQA exempt under applicable state laws and regulations including 
CEQA Guidelines §15262 and §15306. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 
1. The recitals set forth hereinabove are true and correct, and are incorporated herein. 
2. The Board of Directors adopts the final draft of the 2013 Merced Integrated Regional Water 

Management Plan. 



3. The Board finds the IRWMP to be CEQA exempt under applicable state laws and regulations 
including CEQA Guidelines §15262 and §15306, and authori zes the General Manager or his 
designee to execute and file a Notice of Exemption if such action is deemed appropriate by 
the executing officer. 

PASSED AN D ADOPTED by the Board of Directors of Merced Irrigation District this 51
h day of 

November, 2013, by the following vote : 

Ayes: 
Noes: 
Abstain : 
Absent: 

Tim Pellissier 
President 

Directors: 
Directors: 
Directors: 
Directors: 

Merced Irrigation District 

Koehn, Long, Pellissier, Pimente l 
Gonzalves 
None 
None 

~L~f}ck; 
Vice President/Secretary 
M erced Irrigation District 

























  

Merced Integrated Regional Water Management  
Merced Region Drought Grant Proposal  

Attachment 1:  
Authorization and Eligibility Requirements 
 

Project Consistency with an adopted IRWM Plan 
The MIRWMP was completed in August 2013. Chapter 6 of the MIRWMP lays out the project review process, 
which includes a “Call for Projects” to solicit projects for consideration for inclusion in the MIRWMP and a 
screening process to review and select projects for inclusion into the IRWM Plan. Only projects submitted or before 
November 6, 2012 are listed in the snapshot of projects presented in the MIRWMP. The list of projects presented in 
the MIRWMP is not the official project list. The official project list, which resides in a project database, is 
continually updated and revised. The MIRWMP project list is designed to be a living document, meaning that it is 
always open for new project submissions and updates. The MIRWMP does not require revision, update, or re-
adoption following changes to the project list. The project database, which provides stakeholders with access to 
project information based on username/login functionality, can be accessed at http://irwm.rmcwater.com/merced. 

As IRWM Plan updates and new funding opportunities arise, the Merced Region issues new “Calls for Projects” 
with deadlines appropriate to those opportunities. MID issued a “Call for Projects” on May 19, 2014 to solicit 
projects for the 2014 IRWM Drought Grant Application effort. The projects included in this proposal were all 
prioritized as part of the MIRWMP project prioritization process. The prioritization process is a two-step process, 
which consists of an initial screening followed by project scoring. The screening step assesses whether a project 
submitted for inclusion in the MIRWMP provides a benefit to the Merced Region and whether it meets one or more 
of the MIRWMP objectives.   

Each of the projects in this proposal was entered into the project database by its respective project proponent. The 
projects were screened to ensure that they provide a benefit to the Merced Region and meet one or more of the 
MIRWMP objectives as established in the MIRWMP project review process. They were then assessed through the 
prioritization process detailed in Chapter 6 of the MIRWMP. Several meetings were held to further discuss projected 
benefits and to confirm their inclusion in this grant application.  

The projects included in this proposal are as follows: 

• Highlands Groundwater Conservation Project (sponsored by MID) 

• Cressey Recharge Basin Enlargement Project (sponsored by MID) 

• Water Meter Conservation Project (sponsored by LGCSD) 
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Merced Integrated Regional Water Management  
Merced Region Drought Grant Proposal  

Attachment 1:  
Authorization and Eligibility Requirements 
 

Urban Water Management Compliance 
MID is not an urban water supplier. Thus, this eligibility requirement is not relevant to MID. 

LGCSD supplies water for residential use. However, LGCSD is not required to prepare an Urban Water 
Management Plan because it does not provide over 3,000 acre-feet (AF) of water annually or serve 3,000 or more 
connections. Therefore, LGCSD falls below the minimum threshold for preparing such a plan and this eligibility 
requirement does not apply. 
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Merced Region Drought Grant Proposal  

Attachment 1:  
Authorization and Eligibility Requirements 
 

Agricultural Water Management Compliance 
MID is an agricultural water supplier. Contact information is provided below. 

Agricultural Water Supplier: MID 
Contact phone number and email Address: John Wiersma, (209) 209-722-5761, jwiersma@mercedid.org 

MID’s Agricultural Water Management Plan, submitted to DWR and posted on DWR’s website 
(http://www.water.ca.gov/wateruseefficiency/sb7/planlist.cfm), addresses the requirements of the CWC. Appendix 
1-5 provides documentation from DWR verifying that MID’s AWMP addresses the CWC requirements. 

LGCSD is not an agricultural water supplier and is therefore not required to comply with this requirement. 
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Appendix 1-5 

Agricultural Water Management Plan Compliance – DWR 
Verification Documentation 



STATE OF CALIFORNIA – CALIFORNIA NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCY EDMUND G. BROWN JR., Governor 

DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES 
1416 NINTH STREET, P.O. BOX 942836 
SACRAMENTO, CA  94236-0001 
(916) 653-5791 
 

 
 
 
 
December 6, 2013 
 
 
 
 
Mr. John Sweigard 
General Manager 
Merced Irrigation District 
744 W. 20th Street 
Merced, California  95340 
 
Dear Mr. Sweigard: 
 
The Department of Water Resources has completed its review of your Agricultural Water 
Management Plan for the purpose of meeting the requirements of Water Code Sections 
10608.48 (a)-(d), and 10800 et seq., Part 2.8.  We find that your plan generally meets the 
requirements of the code sections.   
 
DWR’s review of plans is limited to assessing whether suppliers have addressed the required 
legislative elements.  In its review, DWR does not evaluate or analyze the supplier’s plan data, 
projections, or water management strategies.  This letter is to acknowledge that the supplier has 
addressed these requirements.  The results of the review will also be provided to the DWR’s 
Water Use and Efficiency grants program and the Financial Assistance Branch, and to any other 
s 
tate agency that offers grants and loans.  
 
Finally, we wanted to let you know that DWR intends to update its AWMP Guidebook by the end 
of 2014 in order to further assist water suppliers in preparing their plans. 
 
If you have any questions regarding the review of the plan, please feel free to contact  
Marty Berbach at (916) 651-9216 or martin.berbach@water.ca.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Kent Frame 
Program Manager II 
Water Use and Efficiency Branch 
Division of Statewide Integrated Water Management 

mailto:martin.berbach@water.ca.gov


  

Merced Integrated Regional Water Management  
Merced Region Drought Grant Proposal  

Attachment 1:  
Authorization and Eligibility Requirements 
 

Surface Water Diverter Compliance 
MID is a surface water diverter. The requested contact information of the agricultural water supplier is provided 
below. 

Water Supplier: MID 
Contact phone number and email address: John Wiersma, (209) 209-722-5761, jwiersma@mercedid.org 

MID has submitted surface water diversion reports to SWRCB in compliance with requirements outlined in the 
CWC. SWRCB verification documentation is provided in Appendix 1-6, which is a screenshot of results from the 
SWRCB’s e-WRIMS Water Right Search.  

LGCSD is not a surface water diverter and is therefore not required to comply with this requirement. 
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Surface Water Diverter Compliance – SWRCB Verification 
Documentation  
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Attachment	1:		
Authorization	and	Eligibility	Requirements	
 

Groundwater Management Compliance 
MID is a groundwater user. The requested contact information is provided below. 

Water Supplier: MID 
Contact phone number and email address: John Wiersma, (209) 209-722-5761, jwiersma@mercedid.org 

LGCSD is also a groundwater user. The requested contact information is provided below. 

Water Supplier: LGCSD 
Contact phone number and email address: Richard Kilgore, (209) 389-4173, lgcsdsup@gmail.com 

The three projects in the proposal – the Highlands Groundwater Conservation Project, Cressey Recharge Basin 
Enlargement Project, and Water Meter Conservation Project – directly affect groundwater levels or quality. 

 Highlands Groundwater Conservation Project – This conjunctive use project will be implemented by MID. 
The project will provide surface water to the Highlands region so that water that would otherwise have 
been pumped from the groundwater basin (without the project) could instead be stored to replenish the 
basin and be used in the future when additional supply is needed. Groundwater levels in the basin will 
increase as a result of this action, which will also improve groundwater quality by reducing the potential for 
exceedances of drinking water standards. 

 Cressey Recharge Basin Enlargement Project – This project will be implemented by MID. It will expand an 
existing recharge basin to increase groundwater recharge. As precipitation is an important method of 
recharge of the groundwater basin, this project will increase groundwater levels for the entire region and 
will also improve groundwater quality by reducing the potential for exceedances of drinking water 
standards. 

 Water Meter Conservation Project – LCGSD proposes to install 525 water meters in the community of Le 
Grande, to better monitor individual customer water usage and manage the basin. LGCSD is reliant entirely 
on groundwater, so this project is critical to reducing water usage and increasing groundwater levels 
locally. Both arsenic and 1,2,3-Trichloropropane (1,2,3-TCP)  are detected in the community, and increases 
in groundwater levels would improve water quality and prevent exceedances of drinking water standards. 

The project proponents for these projects have completed the Certification for Groundwater Management Plan 
Compliance form indicating their participation or consent to be subject to the Merced Groundwater Basin 
Groundwater Management Plan 2008 Update, which meets the requirements of CWC§10753.7. Copies of these 
certifications are included in Appendix 1-7.  Hard copies of the GWMP compliance self-certification forms were 
also sent via overnight mail to DWR at the address identified in the 2014 IRWM Drought Proposal Solicitation 
Package. 
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Groundwater Management Compliance – Self-Certification 
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Authorization and Eligibility Requirements 
 

CASGEM Compliance 
All three pro jects are located within the San Joaquin River hydrologic region, San Joaquin Valley Groundwater 
Basin, Merced subbasin (groundwater sub-basin number 5-22.04) in Merced County. Figure 1-1 shows the locations 
of the projects relat ive to the groundwater basin and the project proponents’ service area boundaries. The basin is 
identified as a high priority based on the Californ ia Statewide Groundwater Elevation Monitoring (CASGEM) 
groundwater basin prioritizat ion results. 

 

 
Figure 1-1: Merced Subbasin and Proposed Project Locations 
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In December 2010, the Merced Area Groundwater Pool Interests (MAGPI 1) notified DW R of its intent to become a 
monitoring entity pursuant to the November 2009 SBx7-6 amendment to the Water Code under the CASGEM 
program.  MAGPI was originally listed and authorized by DWR as the monitoring entity for the Merced Subbasin, 
but recently became de-listed.  Currently, MAGPI is in the process of re-submitting an updated CASGEM 
Monitoring Plan to obtain re-listing as the official monitoring entity for the Merced Groundwater Sub-Basin.  The 
plan will be submitted in July 2014 and re-listing is expected to occur prior to the anticipated award date of October 
2014.  In the interim, MAGPI continues to provide DWR with groundwater data through the CASGEM Monitoring 
Entity Portal website. No unresolved issues are anticipated that would prevent MAGPI from becoming a monitoring 
entity (Bell 2014 2).  

The project location and implementing agencies’ service areas for MID and LGCSD are shown in Figure 1-1 above. 
The latitude and longitude coordinates are as follows: 

• MID Highlands Groundwater Conservation Project: 37°21'45.4"N  120°41'1.1"W 

• MID Cressey Recharge Basin En largement Project: 37°24'34.3"N  120°37'23.8"W 

• LGCSD Water Meter Conservation Project: 37°13'44.4"N  120°15’2.9"W 

The service area boundary GIS shape file is included with this submittal. 
 

1 MAGPI is made up of the fo llowing agencies: City of Merced, County of Merced, MID, City of Atwater, Black 
Rascal Water Company, City of Livingston, East Merced Resources Conservation District, Le Grand-Athlone Water 
District, LGCSD, Meadowbrook Water Company, Merquin County Water District, Stevinson Water District, Turner 
Island Water District, and Winton Water and Sanitary District. 
2 Bell, Marco. MID Engineer. Personal Communication. July 2, 2014.  
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Merced Integrated Regional Water Management  
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Attachment 1:  
Authorization and Eligibility Requirements 
 

Locally not Cost Effective Water Conservation 
Programs and Measures 
This application does not include any locally not cost-effective water conservation programs or measures. Thus, this 
eligibility requirement is not applicable to MID or LGCSD. 
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